
Thanksgiving Day 

(Sir. 50:22-24; 1 Cor. 1:3-9; Lk. 17:11-19) 

The part of Mass that comes before the Holy, Holy, is called the preface. It always begins in the 
same way.  It will sound familiar to you, I’m sure:  “It is truly right and just, our duty and our 
salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 
 
The preface has the role of identifying the particular situation in which we are giving thanks 
before we move on to the eucharistic prayer of consecration.  Christmas has its particular 
preface, a wedding Mass has one particular to it, so does a funeral Mass.  But the constant is to 
state the necessity of thanksgiving to God for his faithfulness and love. 
 
For those of us of English descent the story of the first Thanksgiving we learned in first grade 
might still have meaning for us.  For the Afghanis just now arriving from a war-torn land, the 
way they draw meaning from a national holiday devoted to giving thanks will probably not 
focus much pilgrims and Native Americans, if at all.  Turkey and dressing may not be on the 
menu.   
 
Today’s first reading does mention Israel, but the wisdom writer Sirach acknowledges that in all 
corners of the earth people find reason to be thankful.  We Christians hardly have a corner on 
the market.  Even in 17th century New England that meal shared by two vastly different groups 
of people had room enough to contain different reasons to be thankful.   
 
The English might have been grateful that they had found someone who could steer them away 
from the poisonous plants of their new land.  The Native Americans might have been more 
focused on the amount of corn they had been able to store up before the really cold weather 
came.  I’m not sure they would have seen the arrival of someone dressed in such odd and 
impractical clothing as the pilgrims as something that should go to the top of their list.   
 
But both groups acknowledged the fittingness of giving thanks.  And giving thanks together has 
its particular capability of forging solidarity and common cause.   
 
That sense of solidarity and common cause seems to be present in today’s Gospel.  The group 
of ten lepers had no doubt joined together because they were in the same boat.  Ostracized 
and pushed to the margins they knew that they had to band together if they were going to 
survive.  In such circumstances whether one was Jew or Samaritan took a back seat to just 
making it through the day. 
 
Once they all had been healed, then what happened?  I’m imagining that, once the necessity of 
mutual support in order to survive had been removed, they were tempted to revert back to 
their old divisions.  The 9 Jews may very well have told the one Samaritan to seek out his own 
kind, that he was not welcome among them anymore. 
 
For his part the Samaritan stays in the moment.  The mercy that God had shown him was so 
momentous, that it deserved further celebration.  Rejoicing with Jesus over the gift of life 
became the natural next step. 
 



Giving thanks should not be done lightly.  The liturgy teaches us that it is right and just, our duty 
and salvation.  It is right and just to pause for a moment and remain in the experience of having 
been gifted by God for so much.  We insert our list of things we are thankful for here.  But it is 
our duty, too.  Not only does God deserve to be thanked, but we have a duty to be grateful.  
Gratitude itself is a gift that moves us forward on our pilgrim journey to the fullness of the 
kingdom, and we have a duty to accept it.  I can’t imagine anyone in heaven who is not filled 
with gratitude. 
 
And giving thanks is our salvation.  It reminds us that we are all in the same boat, all in need of 
God’s grace.  Giving thanks has the potential to recreate those bonds of mutual support and 
common cause that brought Jew and Samaritan, age-old foes, into community, even if theirs 
only lasted for a time.  Part of our prayer today can be that the solidarity thanksgiving creates 
may be more permanent. 
 
May our thanksgiving fire our interest in those around us, who also find reasons give thanks, 
and give us the incentive to join with them in fashioning our world in such a manner that more 
and more people, from all over everywhere, will find it easier and easier to be thankful for the 
good that comes their way, and hopefully for us who are dedicated to being vessels of that 
goodness. 


